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A kq-zayit of the third mazzah and a fa-zayit of the maror, which is dipped in
haroset, are combined like a sandwich. Some do not dip it in the harose*

In remembrance of the Temple, according to Hillel. Thus did Hillel
do at the time of the Temple: He would combine the Passover lamb,

mazzah and maror and eat them together, as it said: “They shall eat
it with mazzah and bitter herbs.” YXDW NAI'DNA DYIINI

N

)

/maror, one is permitted to speak or interrupt between the berakhot over the

772 The Talmud (Pesahim 115a) presents a dispute between Hillel and the
Rabbis.as to the proper method for eating the mazzah and the maror at the
Seder. Hillel requires Korekh and is of the view that in the time of the Temple

the mazzah and maror were required to be wrapped and eaten together. There

are two opinions as to the position of the Rabbis: either that the mazzah and

( mazzah and maror and Korekh. According to Tosafot, however, since Korekh

constitutes a manner of fulfilling the mizvah of mazzah and maror, and should

) therefore be included in the berakhah on the mazzah and maror, one should not

. speak or interrupt from the time one recites the berakhah on the mazzah until
L after the completion of Korekh. The Shulhan Arukh (Orah Hayyim 475:1) rules

that one should be stringent and not speak or interrupt from the time of the
 herakhah on the mazzah until the completion of Korekh. Be'ur Halakhah (Orah
% Hayyim 475, s.v. ve-omer) adds that one should not recite zekher le-mikdash ke-
Hillel before eating the Korekh since this, too, is considered an interruption.

(Reshimot)

taaror must be eaten separately or that they may be eaten either separately
or together. The Gemara concludes that nowadays, since it has not been es-
tablished whether the halakhah follows Hillel or the Rabbis, one should first
7 eat the mazzah separately with a berakhah and then eat the maror separately
/" with a berakhah; then one should wrap them and eat them together without a
berakhah as a remembrance to the Temple according to Hillel.
There is a difference of opinion between Tosafot and Rambam as to how
Korekh is to be understood now that the Temple does not exist. According 5 ) e b s e tgb L
to_Tosafot, since there is doubt whether the halakhah follows the Rabbis or : Korech: Hillel — Then and Now

= The words that the Torah uses regarding the mitzvah of eating the Pesach
offering, matzah, and maror-are: \mbaxe o™ 5y ,mym WX HY — roasted over
the fire and matzos, with bitter herbs they shall eat it.' There exists a dispute
«sandwich” consisted of mazzah, maror, and Pesah. Nowadays, when we do  among the Rabbis of the Mishnah as to how to understand the word 1mbax
not have the korban Pesah,.t.he mazzah in Korekh serves a dual role, as the . — they shall eat it. Hillel understands that the word applies to the.collection
mazzah itself and also to remind us of the korban Pesah. Because Korekh is Lof these three foods, i.e., that they should be eaten as one, as a korech —

eaten as a result of a doubt as to whether the halg the halgkhah follows Hillel or the  “sandwich. The Sages, however, understand that the reference is to each an
every one of the foods, i.e., they are to be eaten separately.'”

Rabbis, no berakhah is recited.
Unlike Tosafot, Rambam is of the view that the directive of Korekh zekher le- _J, Although we follow both practices, we preface eating the korech by referring
mikdash is not related to the fulfillment of the mizvah of mazzah and is notan . . Hillel's appreach a v B — & commembration of the Temple. Thigis be- .
expression of Hillel position s to the manner in which the mizvah of mazzah_ & ,yse in the absence of the Temple, even Hillel concurs that the matzah and,‘h \
iz tobe fulfilled. Rambam (Hilkhot Hamez u-Mazzah 8:6) states‘ that in the time \\)(-;naror should be eaten separately. The reason for this is that the verse only re- ¥
of the Temple one was permiltted to eatthe mazzah and maror elther tog__ethfa__f X quires eating matzah and maror together in conjunction with the Pesach offer-
.‘ &separately. From this statement it is apparent that Rambam accepted the position ing. If there is no Pesach offering, there is no mitzvah to eat them together.

of the Rabbis that once one has eaten the mazzah and maror independently, one = e L
: ten togeth th the matzah when the
has definitely fulfilled the mizvah of mazzah and maror. According to Rambg_mé_\ MAddmOljlaH% tﬁe marorrcarm only fﬁ ef\ en together wi % y

orekh is a new rabbinic directive that was established as a remembrance of | 2 : . : .
{ Jt;e Jorban Pesah and is ot a fulfillment of the mizvot of mazzah and maror? 3reboth mitzvos on a Torah level, as is .the case during Temple times. Without the
Consistent With'this view, Rambam (Hilkhot Hamez u-Mazzah 8:8) refers to Temple, the mitzvah of maror is a rabbinic obligation, and therefore should not be
Korekh as a remembrance to the Temple, but does not cite it as a fulfillment of ~ €aten together with the matzah, which is a Torah obligation in all times.™*
the position of Hillel. The Gemara’s statement that we do not recite a berakhah p ]
on the Korekh is not, as Tosafot understood, because of a doubt, but rather that 1'-.“53"’ DM myn 533 BRI — It says: “They shall eat it together
fundamentally the berakhah does not relate to Korekh, because it is not a fulfill- W'ﬂ:' matzos and maror’

ment of the mizval of mazzah and maror, but only a symbolic remembrance of (D
korban Pesah, and thus not susceptible to berakhah.

’i%Q This conceptual argument results in the following practical difference. Ac-
ib cording to Rambam, because the mizvah of Korekh is an independent com:
7 memoration and is unrelated to the fulfillment of the mizvot of mazzah and

137 DARKNESS TO DESTINY

R- ssa‘f\ﬁ’dn.

Hillel, we follow both opinions, eating the mazzah and maror separately in
accordance with the view of the Rabbis and eating them together as Hillel
" posits. According to Hillel, the Gemara cites zekher le-mikdash as Hillel's

Sandwiching Together Past and Future

It is interesting to note that the words that we cite as the basis for Hillel's
Rosition do not come from the mitzvah of the Pesach offering on Pesach it-
self. There, the Torah’s words are: ymbax» o™ Sy mym wK ¥ — roasted over
the fire and matzos, with maror they shall eat it.”** The expression we use is ac-
tually from Pesach Sheni,'” the opportunity that the Torah provides for one
& who was not able to bring the offering on Pesach itself. Why do we “pass

-

over” the reference to the actual Pesach?
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Shulchan Orech: A Full Hallel PRI YW naY MY AW nywa 1rieb ani X ieon naab

There is no better way of expressing the unique nature of the festive meal
T YRAwR MY ovawn Dyys ,on d
on Seder night than to remind ourselves that we are actually in the middle of - : S N ST Wi e

Hallel. We recited the first two paragraphs before the meal, and will recite the MWa w7 AIU7 AN (Wwh mwand BYy: sy mom e o
rest afterwards. In any other situation where we recite Hallel, we do not in- 2279y 919
terrupt in the middle for anything, much less a full repast!

is highlights the fact that the celebratory meal itself is an expression of our
gratitude and praise towards Hashem for delivering us from Egypt and taking us
to be His People. Hence, it is not considered to be an interruption between the LT T T3 X3 oMyl .0nab Awynl DTaywn e xow
two halves of Hallel, rather it is part of it Understanding this part of the Seder J1IN N nywa Sxwr Swoonay o
in this waywill certainly add an entirely new dimension to this very special meal,
and hopefully generate an atmosphere that reflects its unique nature.

(b

AR T aeY MK MmN nnnw Swopam nw an e nya
YW ony Ny Taywn nywa vaeb onmw iab o orapn

X981 MIR2 (R R0 0w aoon) D7y SO Amaw 2an A Sy anon
"D M Da%Iwn ANV WYY DT Bk v ,9m

™ RS ION!M AN TR DIVYY 27 ANYA ANVA KIWA YA NN
PRAMWA N33 M MY Dmwn oyys IRaws mm OTpn Wy 15-’)‘
21970 IR KOK ORI Swonay ot eaon niab IR ARG st
Wi 51:_;33 ‘7;@? MUY DMmwn DYy A 0o nab veb rn
oYY Wnan yrmiav R Mo Y IR AR KW K I Tan
INIYA LYY 1730 oY Swa Xwn Swoavnn YT v on nono

Sy anmawa mwb

\ 5 [239] The Novominsk Haggadah

e —

From the fact that this siman is included in the Simanei Leil Ha-
Seder, we can learn that the meal on this night takes on deeper
significance than a regular seudas Yom Tou. In the most basic sense
this implies that the foods eaten are part of the Seder, and as such
one who eats this meal in a reclining position is praiseworthy, as
Rambam says (Hilchos Chametz I'Matzah 7:8).

Taking this a step further, there is a more profound message
we can learn. A significant portion of the Seder revolves around
the table. Many even refer to it as ‘the Seder table.” At the be-
ginning of Maggid we mention that Chazal learn from the words
Ny maya, because of this (Shemos 13:8), that the mitzvah of sippur
Yetzias Mitzrayim applies only when matzah and maror lie before
you. The Mechilta on that pasuk adds one more detail: vy NyyYa
1vYn Yy 797 ohan 1 n¥n, When you have matzah and maror 7
before you on the table. By fulfilling all the mitzvos of this night, pmom mua Y (1op) D"nbs o

we have sanctified the table with a kedushah that permeates even
&l & MW YMaw nawn YranY xn amban maa aonnm mawa <

the seemingly mundane. Our table has been uplifted to beypynny ___ ——
“n%9b N, This is the table that is before Hashem (Yechezkel 41:22). W

[ On this night, we are transformed to a realm of kedushah sirilar T ———— T __
( o WNZIXA Yy omww on oy Tmaw [ 0Ton 9% nanan Yo mar
( to that which our forefathers experienced while eating the Korban d AL AR

PR RWT LAV YW Amawi NYwa Nayw vy naarT axan M
DI KW DIND ¥R mRwn 7w aviwn nmmw nbTan bw &
MW 0T AW 70 0 Tavn nywa pY1 a9 omip 1Y mnw vy
21223 717apn AT LARMAT 991 oeynn Ry Yo nevam mam
TIRYWA DMIXRA TIY2 UM M e T PR MY amawn Yrand
Lm0 Ywonmawn o My YTan may oY nwyn Sw (3

£ K127 0 M7 NYA (3% 0P NURIW T D3 OTON N
A7 Dunwl YK M3 1Y 0¥ onY Ny mynT e nmay
WHY MAYw nn Yy oy Mo IR 9K Deat 9o At
rnmw 2any 13 "ayw i MY 1R ROKL0mHy Sarna |
ARIPEA T2 AP 1T NKRD ARG URYT PR UNYING DY
Qw1 NTet NAYIRG Sy nmbwa b Yot mminb Kab o

_Pesach_'in Yerushalayim. We are sitting and eating before Hashem;
this seudah is satiated with the kedushah of all the mitzvos we have
performed.

\4It is worthwhile to quote the words of the Shelah HaKadosh,
vﬁxich should inspire us to eat this meal with the proper conduct:
One should envision himself as if he were eating a spiritual seudah,
similar to that which Yaalkov served his father Yitzchak, and repre-

sentative of the seudah of Livyason. Keeping this in mind will cer- .
tainly persuade one to sit with his family and eat.as one does before a P
king, with kedushah and purity. There should be no idle banter, only (0 (o>u o2 0 ~ 2

talk regarding Hashem and the nissim of Yetzias Mitzrayim. . - -
Halevai, if only we would merit to feel this.
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" As we have discussed several times, the korban Pesach and e }
Matzah are symbols of freedom, and Maroris a symbol of slavery. 2 713 IR M S
Hillel derived his approach of deliberately eating foods that represent
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contradictory concepts together from a pasuk in the Torah, but
there is a deeper message in Koreich that bespeaks Hillel’s entire

- approach to life.
The Gemara (Berachos 60a) relates that Hillel was once

returning from a journey, and he heard cries coming from his ciiy.
“l am certain,” he said, “that the screaming is not coming from my
house.” The Gemara applies a pasuk to Hillel: NPy N5 Ny nymngn
'na NVYa a7 Y19, Evil tidings he fears not; his heart is firm, confident

IIMBNR
in HASHEM (Tehillim 112:7)
:)s . — it
” . . . . W mabn Yy nHap RN KT INNK K T — W
,~ The conventional understanding of this Gemara is that Hillel v BR PINTEN MR

trusted that Hashem would only treat him and his family kindly, and
‘he was therefore certain that nothing wrong could have happened
his family.

But the Bei Chiya points out that bitachon doesn’t necessarily
mean that we believe that everything will work out for the best.
Many Rishonim and Acharonim maintain that bitachon means that

oWe realize that Hashem knows what is good for us, and we believe
<hat whatever transpires in our lives is for the best, even if we don't
a 2 really understand why it is good for us.

Bei Chiya suggests that Hillel could easily have agreed with the
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second approach when he said that he was certain that the cries

were not coming from his home. The Gemara does not say that

Killel was certain that nothing had happened to the members of

his household, but that the cries could not be coming from there.
5 Why? Because he had taught them that no matter what happens in

J{op obnn)
MY 1S Sy A ARNE AU AYRIA YY A7 NoDT T MM
JPIARY PR TR YN SV A0 MR R VIR Pen Sm

N MV 87 MY 77apn AIVIYY MYINY MKW 0 .0I8na

life, there’s no reason to cry, because we are certain that our loving
\ Father in Heaven is doing this for our own good.

Or as the Gemara puts it (according to one approach of Rava):
N ND Ny Ny, Evil tidings he fears not. Why? Because o)
'Na NV3a i3y, His heart is firm, confident in HASHEM, A person whc;
is_confident in Hashem does not fear evil tidings, because he

recognizes that whatever happens to him in this world is for his
best, it's not evil.
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" How did Bnel Yisrael survive those decrees?

In Tiferes Shlomo, the Radomsker Rebbe sugge.sts that t}'le
answer appears in a pasuk early in the Torah's narrative of YetZIas‘
Mitzrayim. Hashem instructs Moshe to pass a message tq Br}ez
Yisrael with several terms of redemption,' the fourth of which is:
NoNiInD DPTTY 'MW 7 DRYDY DIDRZ 032 NN DYy %7 DINN AN

D80 Nivav nn\p 0N, I shall take you to Me for a people and I shall
be a God to you; and you shall know that I am HASHEM your God,
Who takes you out from under the burdens of Egypt (Shemos 6:7).

The word nivap means burdens, but the Tiferes Shlomo notes thaq
it is directly related to the word n»2av, patience. He explains that
Bnei Yisrael were able to survive the agony of Mitzrayim because
incredibly, they were able to exercise perseverance and forbearance
throughout the horrendous suffering, waiting patiently to see the

’ksalvation and ultimate good Hashem had in store for them.

When a person is going through a torturous ordeal, and he
cannot fathom why it is happening, the pain of not understanding
is so demoralizing that it can make him lose all hope. But if he

_{ recognizes that this is coming from Hashem, Who knows what is
best for him, he can survive the ordeal.

Tiferes Shlomo synopsizes this idea in one sentence, writing

. that Bnei Yisrael’s attitude was: If in His eyes it is correct, then it is
acceptable to us as well.

3

The Bei Chiya suggests that by eating the Maror together with

. the Matzah and korban Pesach, Hillel was encapsulating the outlook

¥ that had enabled Bnei Yisrael to survive the galus, and expressing
his own approach to life.

_‘btﬁllel's attitude to life was that no matter whether our experience
is something that seems good to us (represented by the Pesach
and Matzah) or bitter to us (represented by Maror), we recognize
that both are part of Hashem’s Master Plan for this world and are
ultimately for the best.

This is not an easy level to reach, but it is not beyond our grasp.
.Someone recently showed me a brief piece he heard from his
aunt, who had survived the concentration camps. She told him that
as the Yidden walked to the gas chambers — knowing full well, by
that point, that no one emerged from those “showers” alive — they
sang:

LY PR VAVYN P PR VN, God in His Judgment is correct,
VYTV PN LR WINT LW Wp WP, No one can say that God is bad.
VIV NY ONN VO LN), God knows what He is doing,
VYN WMP MY VIV VYN, He does wrong to no one
VIV PN VIVN P PR VN, God in His Judgment is correct.
Hillel was a Tanna who lived thousands of years ago and it is hard
to imagine ourselves reaching his level. But our recent ancestors
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Chazal tell us that wherever the Jewish nation goes into exile, the Shechinah is with them.
“When_they were exiled to Bavel, the Shechinah went with them.” Yet at the time of the
exile, they were not cognizant of this. This, says Rav Gedaliah Schorr z¢”l, is what the pasuk
means when it says (Devarim 31:18), “And hide, I shall hide, My face in that day.” There will
come a time of concealment, and I will conceal that there is a hidden revelation in the galus.

ﬁ Yet when the time of redemption arrives, we will realize that the entire galus was to our

benefit, for there cannot be redemption without a preceding galus. The entire galus is like
a smelting furnace, which purifies us in anticipation of the geulah. At that time, we will see
clearly that the purpose of galus and geulah are one.

~ For this reason, says the Sfas Emes, the matzah and maror are wrapped together by .

Korech. This is to teach us that the matzah, which symbolizes geulah, and the maror, which
represents galus, are truly one.
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R Yehoshua of Belz used to say that with these words we are not just re-

membering the way the first Pesach should have been brought. Rather, we are

. also giving expression to our hope and prayer that we may yet this year merit

{o bring the Pesach offering on Pesach Sheni.*
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